[Diminution of epidermal growth factor in saliva of patients with carcinoma of the oropharynx].
EGF, the Epidermal Growth Factor which is found ubiquitous in the human body can also be detected in saliva and increases in general proliferation and differentiation of epithelial cells which enables mucosa regeneration to maintain their protective function. In this study concentrations of EGF in saliva of smokers and patients with carcinoma of the oropharynx were examined. Both groups showed a decreased concentration compared to non smokers. We studied also secretion of EGF in saliva after smoking. Only the group of non smokers showed a transient elevation of EGF.